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The Ultimate Invitation: 

The Northwest Passage, Arctic Ocean 

Contact Sophie Lonsdale 

Telephone 020 7386 4679 

Email sophie.lonsdale@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

International flights 

It is vital that names on the airline bookings are as written in your passports. Discrepancies may cause 

airlines to refuse boarding on security grounds. 

Quality of service 

We like to think that our success has been built on a simple formula - to deliver a high standard of service 

before, during and after each holiday, a duty of care and commitment to you, and value for money.  We aim 

to be totally flexible in our approach, as this allows us to create the holiday that you want and one that is easy 

and enjoyable to plan. 

However, if you feel that there are areas in which we could improve our service to you, please do not hesitate 

to contact either our Managing Director Nick Van Gruisen, or Executive Director Rowan Paterson, on 

020 7386 4646.  You can also email them on nick@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk or 

rowan@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 
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Outline Itinerary 

11th August London / Ottawa 

12th – 23rd August 12-night Akademic Ioffe cruise, Northwest Passage 

24th August Edmonton  

25th August Edmonton / London 

26th August Arrive London 

 



 

 

Introduction 

One of the world’s all-time great journeys sailing through the fabled Northwest 

Passage hosted by Nick and Iris Van Gruisen. 

This iconic voyage through the remote Northwest Passage follows in the footsteps of the early Arctic 

explorers such as Franklin, Amundsen and Larsen. The legendary and notoriously treacherous Arctic 

trade route to the Indies and China links the northern extremities of two of the world’s mightiest oceans 

and has traditionally only been navigable for a few weeks of the year.  

The quest for the Northwest Passage consumed mariners for centuries. Many tried and failed, some such 

as Sir John Franklin on his tragic ‘lost expedition’ of 1845 paying the ultimate price, but it was not until 

1906 that Roald Amundsen – the same man who would later beat Robert Falcon Scott to the South Pole 

– completed the Passage in a 47-ton fishing boat called Gjoa to claim this holy grail of exploration. He 

only realised that he had done so when he met another vessel approaching from the west! 

In September 2014, Sir John Franklin’s fabled HMS Erebus, which disappeared with all crew while 

exploring the Northwest Passage in 1845, was found just off King William Island. Attracting 

international attention, it has been described as ‘the biggest archaeological discovery the world has seen 

since the opening of Tutankhamun’s tomb’. 

 The stories of that ill-fated expedition more than 150 years ago are central to our journey. Franklin 

made his last heroic foray into the Arctic with two ships and 129 men, never to be heard from again. We 

visit the last known wintering site of his ships, the Erebus and Terror, and other sites along the way 

where traces of the expedition have been found. 

We have exclusively chartered the expedition ship, Akademik Ioffe for our journey. We will cut through 

Greenland via one of the world’s longest fjords and witness the passage of hotel-sized tabular icebergs 

into Disko Bay. We will then explore the archipelago of islands and channels that make up Canada’s 

high Arctic region. We will visit the coast of Baffin Island with its stunning ice cliffs. We will 

experience local Inuit culture and have endless opportunities to discover the region’s incredible diversity 

of wildlife. In addition to being the haunt of whales and a staggering numbers of seabirds, this is the 

home of the polar bear, the barrenground grizzly bear, muskox, caribou and walrus.  

Akademik Ioffe is the perfect ship for our adventure, a seasoned Antarctic campaigner with a range of 

cabins to suit everyone’s preference and excellent on board facilities that include a lecture theatre, 

sauna, library, bar, lounge and dining room. The ship is also fully equipped with Zodiac inflatables for 

on-shore excursions. 

The ship comes with a dedicated team of on-board guides and lecturers including naturalists, 

ornithologists, marine mammal specialists, geologists / glaciologists and historians.  

I do hope that you can join us. We have already started to take bookings, so please do not delay in 

securing your berth. 

Nick Van Gruisen 

Managing Director, The Ultimate Travel Company 



 

 

  

Dr Huw Lewis Jones  

Huw is a historian of exploration with a PhD from the University of Cambridge and travels each year to 

the Arctic and Antarctica, working as a polar guide. Huw was Curator at the Scott Polar Research 

Institute and the National Maritime Museum in London and is an award-winning author, who writes and 

lectures widely about adventure and the visual arts. His books include Ocean Portraits, The Lifeboat, 

Mountain Heroes - which won Adventure Book of the Year at the World ITB Awards in Germany - and 

The Conquest of Everest, winner of the History Award at the Banff Festival.  

In 2011 Huw created Arctic with adventurer Bruce Parry as a companion to the popular BBC series and 

wrote In Search of the South Pole with his wife Kari Herbert, daughter of renowned polar explorer Sir 

Wally Herbert. Huw also co-wrote The Crossing of Antarctica with Everest veteran and New Zealander 

George Lowe shortly before he passed away, an honour for which he’ll always be grateful. Huw is now 

editing the original Endurance diaries of Frank Hurley, Shackleton’s intrepid photographer, and writing 

a new book about the first crossing of the Arctic Ocean. 

Huw has travelled across the Arctic on expeditions to Greenland, Siberia, the Bering Strait and the 

Northwest Passage. His research interests are equally wide-ranging, from Admiral Nelson and Captain 

Cook, through whaling and Heroic Age expeditions, to pioneering photography and even Inuit Art. Huw 

frequently appears on television and radio as a historian, as onscreen expert in the BBC documentaries 

Wilderness Explored, Frank Wild: Antarctica’s Forgotten Hero, Everest Revealed and Of Ice and Men, 

and most recently in the Channel 4/CBC film Franklin’s Lost Ships. 

  



 

 

Detailed Itinerary 

Day 1: Friday, 11th August London / Ottawa 

Depart from London Heathrow Airport on an Air Canada flight to Ottawa, Canada. 

On arrival in Ottawa, after collecting your luggage and clearing customs, transfer to the Fairmont Château 

Laurier Hotel. Located in the heart of Canada's capital next door to the Parliament Buildings, the landmark 

hotel is a magnificent limestone edifice with turrets and masonry reminiscent of a French château. Dinner at 

the hotel. 

One night’s accommodation at Fairmont Château Laurier Hotel on Bed & Breakfast basis 

Day 2: Saturday, 12th August Ottawa / Sondre Stromfjord (Kangerlussuaq) 

This morning transfer to the airport for a charter flight to Greenland, landing at a former American Airbase 

(Bluie West Eight and Camp Lloyd), located just miles north of the Arctic Circle. Board the expedition 

vessel, Akademik Ioffe, by zodiac and weigh anchor to sail down Sondre Stromfjord, one of the world’s 

longest fjords which cuts into the interior of Greenland. Throughout the evening and through the night sail 

down this incredible fjord, crossing the Arctic Circle, before reaching the ocean and Davis Strait. Turn north 

out of the mouth of Sondre Stromfjord and cross the Arctic Circle yet again, remaining north of this point for 

the rest of the voyage. 

12 nights aboard Akademik Ioffe with all meals, guided excursions and lectures included. 

   
                           Disko Bay                                              Ilulissat 

Day 3: Sunday, 13th August Sisimiut 

Explore the fjord behind the town of Sisimiut before visiting the town in the afternoon. Subject to 

confirmation, meet a few of the traditional Greenlandic kayakers and perhaps see a demonstration of 

‘Eskimo Rolling’ by one of the former champions of the Greenland Kayaking Championships.  

Day 4: Monday, 14th August Ilulissat & Jacobshavn Icefjord 

Today view the Jacobshavn Icefjord, one of the wonders of the world, disgorging massive tabular icebergs 

out into Disko Bay. The approach to Ilulissat will be dependent upon the amount of ice in and around the 

mouth of the icefjord. Ilulissat was the hometown of Knud Rasmussen, one of Greenland’s most famous 

explorers and anthropologists, born here in 1879. 



 

 

Days 5 – 6: Tuesday, 15th – Wednesday, 16th August  Baffin Bay 

Traverse Baffin Bay, the ship’s crossing dependent on the extent of the so-called ‘middle ice’. The goal will 

be to find the edge of this and then follow it around and to the coast of Baffin Island. The time at sea will be 

determined by the extent of the ice and amount of wildlife. During the crossing of Baffin Bay there will be 

chances to spot fin, sperm, sei and humpback whales as well as the numerous species of Arctic seals and 

seabirds that abound in the Bay. 

Day 7: Thursday, 17th August  Pond Inlet 

Stop at the town of Pond Inlet to visit the Natinnak Centre, which houses a spectacular cultural exhibition, 

and watch a display by the Elders and youth of Pond Inlet. Inuit carvings, jewellery and other local craft will 

be available to purchase from the local artisans. Meet the children of Pond Inlet and see them demonstrate 

the athletic challenges of the Inuit Games. 

Days 8 – 9: Friday, 18th – Saturday, 19th August   Lancaster Sound & 

      Devon Island 

Sail up Lancaster Sound which is in many ways the wildlife ‘super-highway’ of the Arctic. A massive outlet 

for water from the high Arctic Archipelago, there is a mixing of water here that is rich in nutrients. Coupled 

with areas of open water for much of the year, Lancaster Sound is home to a diverse concentration of 

wildlife that can be staggering, especially given the sparseness of the region. The ship’s stops along the shore 

of Lancaster Sound will depend very much on ice conditions and weather.   

   
        Beechey Island graves                 Beluga 

Day 10: Sunday, 20th August Beechey Island & Prince Leopold Island 

Today visit Beechey Island, a highlight of the voyage. It is here that Franklin’s ill-fated expedition spent its 

last ‘comfortable’ winter in 1845 before disappearing into the icy vastness, inspiring a whole series of search 

expeditions that finished the charting of Canada’s northern archipelago. Almost sixty years later, Roald 

Amundsen stopped at Beechey Island during the first successful complete transit of the Northwest Passage.  

Following the visit to Beechey Island, sail south toward Prince Regent Inlet, stopping for a view of the bird 

cliffs at Prince Leopold Island. A migratory bird sanctuary, Prince Leopold Island is home to thick-billed 

murres, black guillemots, northern fulmars and black-legged kittiwakes. Totalling several hundred thousand 

birds, Prince Leopold Island is one of the most important bird sanctuaries in the Canadian Arctic. 

Encounters with polar bear, beluga, narwhal and the occasional bowhead whale have also been known in the 

summering grounds around Prince Leopold Island and Prince Regent Inlet. 



 

 

Day 11: Monday, 21st August  Fort Ross & Bellot Strait 

Ice conditions permitting, sail south through Prince Regent Inlet and approach the eastern end of the Bellot 

Strait. Fort Ross, located at the southern end of Somerset Island, is a former Hudson’s Bay Company fur 

trading outpost. Ancient archaeological sites nearby tell a story of more than a thousand years of habitation 

by the Inuit and their predecessors. Departing from Fort Ross, attempt the passage of the Bellot Strait, 

entering at slack water if possible, in order to avoid a current that can be more than seven knots during the 

peak flow. The mixing of waters in this strait provides ample food source for marine mammals and there 

may be sightings of harp seals, bearded seals and even polar bears. There is also a possibility of spotting 

beluga, narwhals and right whales. After exiting Bellot Strait, turn south in Victoria Strait, taking a bearing 

for King William Island. 

Day 12: Tuesday, 22nd August  Conningham Bay 

Having emerged from the exciting transit of Bellot Strait, cross the broad Victoria Strait and arrive at 

Conningham Bay on the eastern shore of Prince Edward Island. Here, in the heart of the Northwest Passage 

is perhaps one of the most remarkable wildlife sites in the Arctic and a known hotspot for polar bears. 

Beluga whales come to the shallow inlet to rub their white skins against the gravel bottom – an annual ritual. 

Often when the tide recedes, the whales become trapped in the shallows making them easy prey for the polar 

bear. It is common to find mothers and their cubs here in sizeable numbers and the skeletons of beluga 

whales litter the shore – grim testament to the ebb and flow of life in the Arctic.  

   
               Caribou           Harp seal 

Day 13: Wednesday, 23rd August Victory Point, King William Island 

Visit Victory Point where the first remains attributed to the crew of HMS Erebus were discovered in 1859 by 

Captain Francis McClintock. Little is known of how the remainders of the Franklin Expedition spent its last 

months in the frozen Arctic. The vessels, abandoned in the ice of Victoria Strait have left no trace. A lifeboat 

left abandoned, bits and pieces of copper and iron, cutlery and buttons and a skeleton here and there all tell a 

story of a desperate race south in search of rescue that never occurred. McClintock also discovered the only 

written remains under a cairn erected on Victory Point. 

Day 14: Thursday, 24th August Cambridge Bay, Nunavut / Edmonton, Alberta 

Subject to confirmation, a visit is planned the community of Cambridge Bay, on the southern shores of 

Victoria Island. Cambridge Bay, also known as Ikaluktutiak or ‘good fishing place’, is a centre for hunting, 

trapping, and fishing. Local Inuit have had summer camps in the locality for hundreds of years. Today ships 



 

 

visit the region annually bringing supplies. Amundsen spent two winters in this area, learning how to master 

dogsledding from the locals. Prior to this, McClintock found solid evidence of the Franklin Expedition here 

in 1859, including naval artefacts, sledges, graves and letters.  

Drop anchor in the harbour of Cambridge Bay, disembark and go ashore by zodiac. Transfer to the airport 

for a charter flight to Edmonton in ‘southern’ Canada.  

On arrival transfer to the Fairmont Hotel Macdonald which stands high on the bank overlooking the largest 

urban parkway in North America, the North Saskatchewan River Valley. The hotel is within easy walking 

distance from the main sites of Edmonton. 

One night’s accommodation at Fairmont Hotel Macdonald on Bed & Breakfast basis 

   
              Walrus 

Day 15: Friday, 25th August Edmonton / London 

Day at leisure. 

Transfer to the international airport for an overnight Air Canada flight back to London. 

Day 16: Saturday, 26th August Edmonton / London 

Arrive London Heathrow. 



 

 

Akademik Ioffe 

Designed for polar research, the Akademic Ioffe (also known as the One Ocean Navigator) is modern, 

comfortable, safe and ice-strengthened. Designed and built as a scientific research vessel in Finland, the One 

Ocean Navigator is very stable, quiet and comfortable. Refitting and refurbishment over the last five years 

oriented towards her role as an expedition cruise vessel has greatly improved the comfort and calibre of the 

facilities aboard the ship. The ship carries up to 96 guests and a crew of 63 including an English speaking 

emergency physician. Cabins are all outside facing with a mixture of shared and private facilities (please 

refer to cabin descriptions below). 

   

From small group sessions to briefings for all passengers, there are public spaces onboard the ship ideally 

suited for each and every need. A separate bar and lounge, as well as a library provide ideal places to sit and 

relax or catch up on some reading. A selection of movies and documentaries can also be watched in the 

lounge. Other facilities include the theatre style presentation room, gift-shop, fitness room, massage room, 

sauna and plunge pool.  

Enjoy the sumptuous meals prepared for you by our culinary team in our dining room, which can host all 

clients in a single seating with ample room.  

The emergency equipment onboard the vessel includes two fully-enclosed lifeboats with a total capacity of 

132 and four life rafts with a total capacity of 200. 

   
 



 

 

Cabin Categories  

Main Deck Triple Share 

Located on Deck 3 these cabins have bunk beds and a sofa bed. Facilities are shared. There is a washbasin 

with cold/hot water in the cabin, a writing desk/chair, in-room clock radio with ipod connector kit, and ample 

storage space. All cabins have a porthole. (Cabin size 8m2) 

Additional features and amenities: 

 Bathrobes 

 Memory Foam Mattress Toppers 

 In-room tea/coffee 

 Clock radio with ipod adapter 

 Toiletry kit  

Twin Semi-Private 

Located on Deck 4 these cabins have one lower berth and one sofa bed, a writing desk, in-room clock radio 

with ipod connector kit and ample storage. Facilities are semi-private (one bathroom between two cabins). 

All cabins have a window which opens. (Cabin size 10m2) 

Additional features and amenities: 

 Bathrobes 

 Memory Foam Mattress Topper 

 In-room tea/coffee 

 Clock radio with ipod adapter 

 Toiletry kit 

 Hairdryer 

   
            Twin Semi-Private       Twin Private 

Twin Private 

These cabins are located on Deck 4 and 5. All cabins have two lower berths, a writing desk/chair, in-room 

clock radio with ipod connector kit and ample storage. Facilities are private and all cabins have a window. 

(Cabin size 12 m2) 

Additional features and amenities: 

 Bathrobes 

http://www.oneoceanexpeditions.com/images/cabin/main_deck_small.jpg
http://www.oneoceanexpeditions.com/images/cabin/upper_deck_small.jpg
http://www.oneoceanexpeditions.com/images/cabin/superior_small.jpg


 

 

 Memory Foam Mattress Topper 

 Upgraded Linen and duvet 

 In-room tea/coffee 

 Clock radio with ipod adapter 

 Vanity/Toiletry kit 

 Hairdryer 

   
           Superior           Superior 

Superior  

Located on Deck 6 these cabins have two lower berths, a sofa, a writing desk/chair, in-room clock radio with 

ipod connector kit and ample storage. Facilities are private and all cabins have a window. (Cabin size 15 – 

23.8 m2) 

Additional features and amenities: 

 Bathrobes 

 Memory Foam Mattress Topper 

 Upgraded Linen and duvet 

 In-room tea/coffee 

 Clock radio with ipod adapter 

 Vanity/Toiletry kit 

 Hairdryer 

Shackleton Suite 

These cabins are located on Deck 4 and 5. All cabins have one double berth, one sofa bed, separate sleeping 

quarters, a writing desk/chair, ipad with polar literature and access to various media, IPod Dock Alarm 

Clock. Facilities are private and all cabins have windows, which can be opened. (Cabin size 18m2) 

Additional features and amenities: 

 Upgraded bed linen/duvets 

 CD player/mini stereo system with connection for Ipod™/mp3 player 

 Use of our CD selection 

 Ipad for in-room use with wide selection of polar reference material, movies, and access to daily 

programming. 

 Mini bar/ice bucket 

 Hairdryer 

 Krups Dulce Gusto Picolo – coffee, tea and hot cocoa options 

http://www.oneoceanexpeditions.com/images/cabin/superior_deluxe_small.jpg
http://www.oneoceanexpeditions.com/images/cabin/shackleton_small.jpg


 

 

 Toiletry kit 

 Vanity kit 

 Organic cotton luxury logoed bathrobes 

 Binoculars and wildlife reference book 

   
             Shackleton Suite              Shackleton Suite 

One Ocean Suite  

Located on Deck 5 this cabin has a double berth, one sofa bed and separate sleeping quarters, up-graded 

bedding, a writing desk/chair, ipad with polar literature and access to various media, IPod Dock Alarm Clock 

and IPod Speaker System for main room. Facilities are private and have a bathtub. This cabin has windows 

overlooking the bow, which can be opened. (Cabin size: 30m2) 

Additional features and amenities: 

 Upgraded bed linen/duvets 

 CD player/mini stereo system with connection for Ipod™/mp3 player 

 Use of our CD selection 

 Ipad for in room use with wide selection of polar reference material, movies and access to daily 

programming. 

 Mini bar/ice bucket 

 Hairdryer 

 Krups Dulce Gusto Picolo – coffee, tea and hot cocoa options 

 Toiletry kit 

 Vanity kit 

 Organic cotton luxury logoed bathrobes 

 Binoculars and wildlife reference book 

   
    One Ocean Suite              One Ocean Suite 

http://www.oneoceanexpeditions.com/images/cabin/oneocean_small.jpg


 

 

 

 



 

 

Tour Price 

Price per person      Single Supplement 

Triple Share   £8,495  £2,370 

(washbasin but shared facilities) 

Twin Semi-Private   £9,745  £2,695 

(1 bathroom between 2 cabins) 

Twin Private   £10,995  £3,995 

(private bathroom) 

Superior Twin    £11,985  N/A 

Shackleton Suite (x 5)   £12,595  N/A  FULLY BOOKED 

One Ocean Suite (x 1)   £13,265  N/A  FULLY BOOKED 

Prices excludes airport taxes  currently £353 per person (to be paid in advance) 

NOTE:  airport taxes include fuel surcharges and security fees and are liable to change without notice. 

Approximate supplements for Air Canada cabin upgrade: 

Business Class £2,600 plus airport tax (currently £544) 

NOTE:  premium cabin fares are subject to availability.  

Price includes 

 international and domestic flights in economy class (details and final price to be confirmed) 

 airport transfers  

 accommodation on a bed and breakfast basis in Ottawa and Edmonton 

 Dinner 11th August in Ottawa 

 accommodation, meals (breakfast, lunch, afternoon snack and dinner), 24 hour tea, coffee, hot chocolate, 

guided excursions, lectures on the cruise   

 One Ocean Foul Weather gear package comprising Wetskins® rain jacket, bib pants and Lacrosse 

gumboots 

Price excludes 

 visa fees (British passport holders do not require visas. Other nationalities should check with us.) 

 travel insurance (mandatory) 

 soft drinks and alcoholic drinks 

 lunches and dinners in Ottawa and Edmonton other than dinner 11th August 

 personal gratuities (guidelines will be provided) 



 

 

Payment Schedule 

Deposit £2,500 per person due upon booking 

Second instalment due by 1st December 2015 

Third instalment due by 1st August 2016 

Final balance due by 1st May 2017 

Cancellation as per The Ultimate Travel Company booking conditions 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary including flight times, airlines, and/or the order of events, 

may well be subject to alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. Specific sites visited will depend 

on ice and weather conditions experienced and the itinerary will be updated throughout the voyage in order 

to take advantage of favourable conditions. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is 

unavoidable on almost all tours. We regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in 

walking, may require wheelchair assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. On this 

expedition you should also be capable of getting in and out of zodiacs (inflatable dinghies). If you are in any 

doubt as to the suitability of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you 

accordingly. The Ultimate Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily 

giving a reason. 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details.   

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook. 



 

 

General Information 

Climate/clothing  

The Arctic season operates from July through September. The season is timed to coordinate with historical 

patterns in the ice, which opens up optimal opportunities for wildlife viewing (including polar bears, walrus, 

seals and whales), not to mention access to special landing sites.   

With regards to the weather, the wind chill makes it feel significantly cooler and the Arctic weather is more 

variable, temperatures rarely fall below 5C and highs of up to 16C can be experienced. 

Pack ice can affect cruise itineraries in early June, so July and August are by far the most popular months. 

The midnight sun remains until 20th August at the earliest.  

The emphasis aboard an expedition cruise ship is on casual attire; dress is never formal, even at dinner. Some 

passengers prefer to have something a little smarter for the welcome / farewell dinners, although this is by no 

means mandatory.  

Clothing that can be layered is the most suitable to provide maximum versatility to your wardrobe. Several 

thin layers of clothing are more versatile and comfortable than one or two heavy layers. Waterproof and 

windproof clothing is essential. Synthetic fabrics like polar fleece and polyester give better insulation and 

keep you warmer than natural fabrics like cotton, especially if they get wet.  

It can be quite warm on the ship so lighter clothes are useful for on board rather than thick jumpers. 

You will be sent a detailed list prior to your Arctic departure, but the following items should be considered 

essential. 

 Waterproof trousers (to cover a normal pair of trousers)  

 Lightweight rainproof jacket (for wet or windy weather that is too warm for a Wetskins® rain jacket) 

 Comfortable walking shoes (for use on board and for sightseeing on dry landings) 

 Warm woollen or polar fleece sweaters  

 Long sleeved shirts  

 Thermal or silk long underwear  

 Tall, warm wool socks  

 Waterproof ski mittens or ski gloves  

 Wool cap / scarf  

 T-shirts  

 Sunglasses (with high UV protection) 

 Water resistant Nylon backpack (for camera and other equipment on landings) 

 Zip lock plastic bags  

 Extra Camera film and batteries  

 Binoculars  

 Personal toiletries (including prescription medications, sun block, moisturising lotion and lip balm) 



 

 

Charity donation policy 

Please note that we add £10 per person to all our confirmation invoices.  This is a voluntary contribution 

towards our charity donation initiative that we pledge to match.  Further details are provided on booking.  

Flights 

The itinerary is based on international flights with Air Canada into Ottawa and out of Edmonton. The flying 

time from London to Ottawa on Air Canada is 7hrs 40mins and from Edmonton to London 8hrs 40mins.  

Flight details are subject to alteration. 

There is an onward charter flight to the actual point of embarkation and back from the point of 

disembarkation. These are organised by the cruise company and included in the cost. 

Health 

No vaccinations are required for entry into Canada or Greenland.  Please check recommended practice with 

your GP, practice nurse or travel health clinic or for medical advice please visit the following website: 

http://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/destinations.aspx 

Not a major issue, but the following should be taken into account: 

In choppy sea conditions a reasonable degree of agility may be required in getting on and off zodiacs. 

Landings are either ‘wet’ (on shorelines/beaches) or ‘dry’ (on pontoons/jetties). You will of course be 

briefed in advance as to what to expect, so can always opt out of a particular excursion and remain on board 

the ship if you prefer.  

Land excursions will often involve some walking and, while the distance you will be required to cover may 

not be very great, the terrain underfoot can be difficult. Again, you will always be fully briefed by the guide 

in advance of each excursion.  

Luggage 

There is a checked luggage allowance of 23kg total per person on economy flights with Air Canada. For 

overweight luggage a charge of $100 US/CAD (per bag per direction plus taxes) applies. There is a hand 

luggage allowance of one standard item per person plus one personal item, each weighing a maximum of 

10kg.  

The luggage allowance for the charter flights is 20kg checked luggage and 5kg hand luggage. 

We strongly recommend that you carry overnight essentials and any prescribed medication in your hand 

luggage on international flights, particularly if connecting to an onward destination. 

Laundry  

Your ship will have a laundry service on board that is run along similar lines to that of a hotel.  

Communications 

The ship has ship-to-shore radio communications, and satellite phones for emergencies. Email access is also 

available on board.  

http://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/destinations.aspx


 

 

Electricity  

The ship has electric sockets in the cabins. If you intend to use any electrical appliance, it is essential to bring 

an international adapter with you.  

Time 

Ottawa is five hours behind GMT. Greenland is three hours behind GMT. Edmonton in seven hours behind 

GMT. 

Visas/passports 

UK passport holders do not require a visa for entry into Canada or Greenland.  Your passport should have a 

minimum validity of six months remaining as this is an immigration requirement for many countries and 

airlines. 

Holders of foreign passports must check entry and visa requirements with us or the relevant 

embassies. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

http://www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo


 

 



 

 

 


