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Sir Roy Strong 

Writer, historian, diarist and gardener, Director of the National Portrait Gallery, 1967-73 and of the Victoria 

& Albert Museum, 1974-87, Sir Roy is a prolific author on a wide range of subjects from British history to 

the history of eating, from garden design to British art.  His interest in India was aroused when he directed 

the V & A which has the largest Indian collection outside the subcontinent and through his wife’s family, the 

Trevelyans who served under the Raj. 

Joanna Worsley 

After leaving school, Joanna travelled extensively through Asia working in Hong Kong and Delhi and 

developing a passion for India.  She then spent several years in Los Angeles producing film and music 

videos.  Being half Greek she has a particular love for Greece too and has a house on the island of Skyros. 
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Detailed Itinerary 

Democracy for India is an imported system of government derived from the British in the late 

Victorian period. Only with British withdrawal and even more with the abolition of the princely 

states in 1971 did a civilisation of courts finally come to an end. But the idea of the palace as a 

centre of power and culture is so strong in the Indian mind that even new hotels are designated 

palaces. We shall be visiting some twenty of them covering several centuries, some now 

magnificent ruins, some still lived in by the former ruling families, some museums, some converted 

to lush hotels in which we will stay. They range from magnificent forts atop mountains to ones built 

down below in the main by British architects in the late Victorian era. This tour concentrates on 

visiting ones not on the normal tourist circuit. 

We begin in Mumbai, the old East India Company trading station of Bombay, followed by a stay in 

a wonderful 18th century fort in the village of Maheshwar, and a visit to Mandu, a 15th century 

marvel of early Islamic architecture. We drive to Bhopal, our base from which to explore Sanchi, 

built in the third century BC, one of India’s most important – and oldest – Buddhist sites, famous 

for its superb sculpture. We then travel to one of India’s best kept secrets – Orchha (which means 

hidden) – a remote collection of majestic abandoned cenotaphs, palace and fort stunningly located 

on an island in the boulder-strewn Betwa River. Next we drive north, via the magnificent 17th 

century Datia Palace, to Gwalior. This city is dominated by most impressive and least visited forts 

in India, approached through a canyon of mysterious giant rock sculptures of naked Jain deities. We 

continue, via the ruins of the 16th century city of Fatehpur Sikri to the ‘Rose City’ of Jaipur, with 

its colourful markets and eclectic blend of architecture including the Amber Fort.  

Guest Lecturer, Sir Roy Strong, will enhance this remarkable journey with a series of fascinating 

lectures. 

   
                 Gateway of India, Mumbai                    Victoria Terminus Station, Mumbai 

Day 1: Monday, 19th February London / Mumbai  

Evening departure from London Heathrow on a British Airways flight to Mumbai. 



 

 

Day 2: Tuesday, 20th February Mumbai  

On arrival, transfer to the luxurious Taj Mahal Palace and Tower Hotel where one night is spent. Built in 

1903, bringing together Moorish, Oriental and Florentine styles, the hotel has panoramic views of the 

Arabian Sea and the Gateway of India, built to receive George V and Queen Mary for the 1911 Durbar and 

itself a city landmark. The renowned American architect, Melton Bekker, conceived the Tower wing in 1973 

with its arched balconies topped by a jagged diadem.  

Buffet lunch at the hotel’s Shamiana restaurant. Afternoon walking tour of Mumbai, the old East India 

Company trading station of Bombay. Dinner at the hotel’s Masala Craft restaurant. 

Day 3: Wednesday, 21st February Mumbai / Indore / Maheshwar 

Transfer to Mumbai airport for a morning flight to Indore. On arrival transfer to the temple town of 

Maheshwar in the heart of Madhya Pradesh. Check in at Ahilya Fort where three nights are spent. Situated 

high above the banks of the sacred Narmada River, Ahilya Fort was the capital of one of India’s celebrated 

women rulers, Ahilya Bai Holkar. Her fortress has been converted into a hotel of discrete charm, with 

surroundings that still retain their 18th century traditions and an atmosphere of calm and repos. Stay as a 

guest of Prince Shivaji Rao Holkar, son of the last Maharajah of Indore, a chef of repute who personally 

oversees the kitchen serving food organically grown on the Prince’s nearby farm.  

Lunch at the hotel. Afternoon at leisure. Drinks on the hotel’s ramparts overlooking the river followed by 

dinner.  

   
        Ahilya Fort              Mandu 

Day 4: Thursday, 22nd February Maheshwar & Mandu 

The whole day will be spent at Mandu, the 14th century abandoned Islamic city, one of whose rulers 

expelled all men and peopled his city with 14,000 beautiful women. Perched along the Vindhya ranges at 

600m, Mandu was fortified as early as the 6th century but gained prominence in the 10th century as 

Mandavgarh, the fort capital of the Paramara rulers of Malwa. Later, in the early 14th century it came under 

the sway of the Delhi Sultans under whom it was named Shadiabad (City of Joy). In the 16th century it was 

captured but the great Mughal Emperor, Humayun and it became a pleasure resort. By the end of the Mughal 

period it had, effectively, been abandoned and in 1732, it passed into Maratha hands. The fine architecture of 

the buildings, spread over the naturally defensive plateau with a sheer drop towards the Namar plains, exude 

a grace and symmetry which is often described as being unique in India. Whilst here you will explore the 

exquisite palaces, ornamental canals, baths, pavilions and the outstanding Jama Masjid and Hoshang Shah’s 



 

 

Tomb. They represent the best of the provincial Islamic style and most of the structures were built between 

1401 and 1526, initially using stone salvaged from desecrated local Hindu temples. 

Picnic lunch. Dinner at the hotel. 

Day 5: Friday, 23rd February Maheshwar 

Morning tour of temple town of Maheshwar, lying on the banks of the holy Narmada River, including the 

Fort, Ghats and some of the temples. Mentioned in both the Ramayana and the Mahabharata (then known as 

Mahissati) Maheshwar was the capital of the king Kartivarjun during ancient times and saw a resurgence in 

the 18th century under the reign of Rani Ahilya Bai Holkar of Indore. Its fort and temples are from this 

period and as one of the abodes of Shiva it attracts many pilgrims during its numerous festivals. See 

examples of local hand loom weaving, an ancient craft in Maheshwar, revived by the Holkars and now a 

famous and thriving cottage industry.   

Return to the hotel for lunch. Afternoon at leisure with an optional walk through the local villages and farms. 

Dinner at the hotel. 

Day 6: Saturday, 24th February Maheshwar / Bhopal  

This morning drive to Bhopal (journey time 5 hrs) and check in at the Jehan Numa Palace hotel where two 

nights are spent. A 19th century palace, the Jehan Numa is nestled on the slopes of Shamla Hill in five acres 

of lush green lawns and splashes of colourful bougainvillea. The Palace is a superb example of a medley of 

British Colonial, Italian Renaissance and Classical Greek Architecture.  

Lunch at the hotel on arrival. Afternoon at leisure. Dinner at the hotel.  

   
            Sanchi               Bhojpur Temple 

Day 7: Sunday, 25th February Bhopal & Sanchi 

Morning vist to Sanchi, one of most important Buddhist sites in India. Hidden for centuries by thick 

undergrowth until its chance discovery by British soldiers, the remains at Sanchi are most famous for their 

superb sculpture. Built by the Emperor Ashoka in the third century BC, the site is one of the oldest in India. 

Visit the Sanchi Museum housing the sculptures from the site and the house of excavator Sir John Marshall. 

Return to the hotel for lunch. Visit the excellent Tribal Museum dedicated to the tribal peoples of Madhya 

Pradesh with exhibits including tribal huts, tombs and pottery. Dinner at the hotel. 



 

 

Day 8: Monday, 26th February Bhopal / Bhojpur / Orchha  

Morning excursion to Bhojpur to see the famous temple dedicated to Shiva believed to have been 

constructed by the 11th-century Paramara king Bhoja. The temple houses one of the largest lingas in India 

and it is crafted out of a single rock. The temple is unique because it was left unfinished. There are a series of 

large architectural parts still located in the nearby quarries where the stones were cut and fashioned. In 

addition, there are a significant number of architectural drawings engraved on the flat surfaces in the quarry 

showing mouldings, pillars, and the original temple plans. There is a large earthen ramp behind the temple 

which shows how the medieval craftsmen were able to raise the large blocks of stone into position. 

Return to Bhopal for lunch at the hotel before departing by train to Jhansi. Continue by road to Orchha. 

Highly picturesque, in the middle of nowhere and somewhat neglected and abandoned on an island in the 

Betwa River, Orchha, literally meaning ‘Hidden’, was founded by the Bundela chief Raja Rudra Pratap in 

the 16th century. Check-in to the Amar Mahal Palace Hotel, overlooking the magnificent cenotaphs and the 

River Betwa, where two nights are spent. Remainder of the afternoon at leisure before an optional sunset 

walk round the local temples. Dinner at the hotel.  

   
   Temples, Orchha © Chris Caldicott                  Royal Cenotaphs, Orchha 

Day 9: Tuesday, 27th February Orchha 

Spend the morning exploring the gardens, gateways, pavilions, temples and frescoed walls which lie within 

the turreted walls of Orchha Fort. Visit the Royal Chattris which lie along the River Betwa. Also visit Ram 

Mandir where a path leads through the Muoghal-style Phool Bagh ornamental garden to Hardaul ka Baithak, 

a grand pavilion where Bir Singh Deo's second son, Hardaul, once held court. 

Lunch at the hotel. Visit the pink and gold domed hindu Ram Raja Temple, the only temple in India where 

Rama is worshipped as a king. End the afternoon with a visit the Jehangir Mahal Temple, a beautiful 

example of Mughal architecture. Return to the hotel for dinner. Optional Son et Lumière. 

Day 10: Wednesday, 28th February Orchha / Datia / Gwalior  

Depart for Datia to visit the splendid 17th century Shish Mahal Palace. Owned by the Maharajas of Datia, 

the seven storey palace of Raja Bir Singh Deo is one of the finest examples of Bundela architecture. 

Continue to Gwalior and check-in to the Taj Usha Kiran Palace Hotel where two nights are spent. Set amidst 

9 acres of beautifully landscaped lawns, the Usha Kiran Palace was originally built 120 years ago as the 

Royal Guesthouse, playing host to the King of England and was later occupied by the Maharaja of Gwalior.  

Lunch at the hotel. Afternoon at leisure. Dinner at the hotel.  



 

 

Day 11: Thursday, 1st March Gwalior  

Visit Gwalior Fort which was described by Cunningham as the ‘noblest specimen of Hindu architecture in 

North India’. The fort was built in the 8th century by the Rajputs and was later contested by the Tomars, 

Barbur, the Maratha and the British. Approaching the fort from the south-west, pass the colossal Jain statues 

and walls which are 10 metres high and thick. Inside the fort is Man Singh’s palace which is embellished 

with lapis tiles of ducks, elephants and palms, brackets of stone peacocks and beasts. The palace has a 

natural air-conditioning system and the dark cool basements are in layers below the waiting room where the 

women would watch the flag for victory or defeat during battles. See the Karan, Shah Jahan and Jehangir 

palaces, the two 11th century Sasbahu temples and the 9th century Teli-ka-Mandir, a marriage temple. Also 

visit the Archaeological Museum housed in the Gujari Mahal Palace, housing a large collection of Hindu, 

Jain and Buddhist sculptures, and the tombs of the 16th century Sufi Saint, Muhammad Ghaus, and the 

famous musician at Akbar’s court, Tansen. 

Lunch at the hotel followed by a visit to the Jai Vilas Palace. Part of the Palace is the present Maharaja’s 

residence and some 35 rooms house the Scindia Museum, an idiosyncratic collection of royal possessions 

and memorabilia. Designed by Lt Col Sir Michael Filose, the building resembles an Italian palazzo using 

painted sandstone to imitate marble. Inside the extraordinary Durbar Hall hang two of the world’s largest 

chandeliers each weighing 3 ½ tons and it is alleged that the strength of the roof was tested with the weight 

of 10 elephants. Dinner at the hotel. Optional Son et Lumière at the Fort. 

   
          Gwalior Fort © Chris Caldicott     Jai Vilas Palace, Gwalior 

Day 12: Friday, 2nd March Gwalior / Jaipur 

Morning at leisure with the possibility of joining the festivities of the Hindu Spring Festival of Colours, Holi. 

Lunch at the hotel. Depart for the deserted Moghul city of Fatephur Sikri (journey time 3 hrs). The city was 

built in the late 16th century and in its heyday was the most important artistic centre in South Asia. One long 

bazaar connected the city to Agra and its wealth is reflected in the impressive buildings that remain today. 

Fatephur Sikri was abandoned after 15 years and stands in near perfect condition allowing the visitor an 

interesting glimpse into everyday life at the Moghul court. Continue to the 'Pink City' Jaipur founded in 1727 

by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh II (journey time 3 hrs). Check in at the Taj Jai Mahal Palace where two nights 

are spent. The hotel, built in the Indo Saracenic style, is set close to the city centre amidst 18 acres of 

beautifully landscaped Moghul gardens and dates back to 1745 AD. Dinner under own arrangements. 

Day 13: Saturday, 3rd March Jaipur 

Morning visit to the impressive Amber Fort which dates from the 16th / 17th centuries, where the majestic 

18km ramparts rise steeply above its hilltop site and elephants carry visitors up to the entrance gate. Within, 



 

 

a series of courtyards lead to a rich interior of lavishly decorated pavilions, rooms and apartments – gold and 

silver, coloured and mirrored glass, carved marble, plaster and wood and exquisite wall paintings abound. 

Lunch at the hotel. Visit the City Palace Complex, Jai Singh’s model palace, with its magnificent Hawa 

Mahal, known as the Palace of the Winds, an elaborate five storey façade of windows and tracery from 

where the ladies of the court used to sit and observe the outside world and enjoy the cooling breezes (hence 

the name). Visit the 18th century Royal Observatory with its monumental sundials and signs of the zodiac.  

Alternatively spend the afternoon at leisure exploring the bazaars which teem with people, camels, horses 

and a multitude of vehicles. Dinner at Samode Haveli. 

   
           Amber Fort, Jaipur               Palace of the Winds, Jaipur 

Day 14: Sunday, 4th March Jaipur / Mumbai / London  

Early morning transfer to Jaipur Airport for a flight to Mumbai International Airport connecting with a 

British Airways flight to London arriving in the early evening.   



 

 

 



 

 

Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON: £5,785 

Single supplement: £1,020 

Ahilya Fort upgrade to Arjun Royal Tent (1) or Royal Suites (2): £350 per person 

Ahilya Fort upgrade additional single supplement: £350 

Visa fees: TBA 

Business Class upgrade: £1,515 (subject to availability) 

World Traveller Plus upgrade: £310 (subject to availability)  

A fee of £95 per person will be charged for those who would like to travel out or back separately 

from the main group. 

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class international scheduled flights 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable – currently £316 for economy class (subject to change) 

 domestic flights as shown in the itinerary 

 10 kg excess baggage on domestic flights (total allowance 25kg – see below) 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 breakfast daily; 12 lunches; 11 dinners 

 wine with meals taken outside the hotels where the group are staying  

 all entrance fees 

 visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

 local English-speaking guide/s 

 gratuities to guide/s  

 gratuities to driver/s 

 gratuities in restaurants 

 porterage  

 the services of your tour leader and guest lecturer throughout  

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance 

 items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 30/03/17 



 

 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit.  The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours.  We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group.  If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly.  The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  

Health Requirements 

No vaccinations are required for entry into India however if you have travelled within a yellow fever infected 

area during the previous six days prior to arrival you will require proof of inoculation. The following 

inoculations are recommended: Typhoid, Hepatitis A and B, Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio. Malaria is 

present throughout most of India so anti-malaria prophylactics are advised.   

Please check recommended practice with your GP, practice nurse or travel health clinic. 

Passport and Visa Information 

British Nationals require a visa for India. This can be obtained through the new online e-Tourist Visa service 

(currently the easiest and cheapest option), through CIBT (our recommended visa service provider) or 

directly through one of the Indian Visa Application Centres located throughout the UK. 

Passengers should hold a full passport, which should be valid for six months after you return to the UK and 

should also have at least three empty pages for the visa. Nationals of other countries should consult their 

local Indian Embassy.  

For British passport holders and for non-British nationals resident in the UK, visas can be arranged through 

CIBT Visa Service Company (an application pack will be provided two months before travel) or direct to the 

High Commission at http://in.vfsglobal.co.uk. 

http://in.vfsglobal.co.uk/


 

 

Baggage Allowance 

Please note that the internal flights within India have a baggage allowance of 15kg per person. We have 

included an excess of 10kg per person. Excess baggage is charged at a flat rate of INR 300 per kg inclusive 

of service tax. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

http://www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo

