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E C U A D O R  – G E E S E  G A L O R E  A N D  M U C H  M O R E !         

Keith and Linda Offord are both zoology graduates, very experienced field ornithologists and have run 

countless wildlife watching holidays around the world. Together, they set up Wild Insights in 2004 and 

have operated a consistently sold-out UK and overseas programme with a substantial level of repeat 

bookings – a reflection of their consistent professionalism, care and attention. 

 Louisa Thompson – Escorted Tours Consultant 

 020 7386 4682 

 020 7386 4620 

 louisa@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk  
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Few sights are as breath-taking as thousands of geese lifting against the winter sun and few places as 

good as Holland to witness this at its best. Vast flat landscapes punctuated with windmills form an 

atmospheric backdrop to the week during which we will circumnavigate the Ijsselmeer, starting and 

finishing our tour at Amsterdam. En route we will spend time at selected reserves which offer some of the 

best birdwatching in the Netherlands, including De Putten, Lauwersmeer and Oostvaardersplassen where 

lagoons, scrub-lined dykes and reedbeds provide a wealth of wildfowl, waders and raptors. The low-lying 

fields are the grazing ground for many thousands of White-fronted, Barnacle and Brent Geese with the 

occasional scarce species such as Lesser White-fronted and Red-breasted Goose. Goshawk, Rough-legged 

Buzzard and White-tailed Eagle are regularly seen, and we will look out for Black Woodpecker in the 

forests. Cosy hotels and excellent Dutch hospitality provide the ideal complement to this winter holiday. 

 

  

We make short early morning flights from local regional airports to Amsterdam from where we will head 

north west by comfortable minibus(es), crossing the enormous Afsluitdijk enclosing the former Zuiderzee 

which is now a huge shallow lake called the Ijsselmeer. The dyke is again an excellent watch-point, not 

only for wintering wildfowl and sea-duck but also for grebes – five species can be seen here. We will then 

continue the short distance to Koudum and check in to the Galamadammen Hotel where four nights are 

spent. The hotel looks right out onto tranquil waterways where it is not unusual to see Smew and hunting 

raptors while we are having breakfast. The hotel exudes a warm and comfortable feel and there is a heated 

indoor pool should anyone fancy a dip! 

                                White-fronted Goose          Spotted Redshank 

From Koudum we will be taking daily excursions to enjoy the best offerings of North Holland. Returning 

over the Afsluitdijk towards Den Helder, will give us a second opportunity to scan for sea-duck, divers and 

grebes. Further along this route we will be exploring open polder country which is exceptionally rich in 

birdlife. Here the sea is kept at bay by a huge dyke which is an excellent vantage point for sea-watching 

and scanning for waders. Flocks of White-fronted, Barnacle and Greylag Geese graze the low fields against 

a backdrop of windmills and the lagoon at De Putten reserve attracts a wide variety of waders and 

wildfowl. On other days, a network of small roads running around the coast of Friesland provides the 

perfect means by which we can view more vast flocks of wild geese including White-fronted, Barnacle, 

Pink-footed, Brent plus the occasional, Tundra Bean, Red-breasted, and if we are very lucky, Lesser White-
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fronted Goose. We will also take a day-trip further north to Lauwersmeer where a vast reed-fringed lagoon 

provides ideal wintering habitat for wild swans, wildfowl and waders. This is also very good raptor country 

with the possibility of Rough-legged Buzzard, Goshawk, Hen Harrier, Peregrine, Merlin and the occasional 

White-tailed Eagle.  

Goldeneye drake                         Sanderling  

We say goodbye to Friesland and head south to Flevoland where we spend the next two full days exploring 

the fabulously bird-rich reclaimed polders and dykes of this area. Water Rail, Bittern, Bearded and Willow 

Tits are present along with Marsh Harriers and the occasional Great White Egret. Amongst our 

destinations is one of The Netherlands finest reserves, the Oostvaardersplassen, on the edge of the 

Ijsselmeeer, where huge lagoons are separated by equally huge reedbeds. This has also been a site for 

breeding White-tailed Eagle in the last few years. The conifer and beech forests near our hotel also provide 

excellent bird watching with Crested Tit, Short-toed Treecreeper, Hawfinch, Black Woodpecker and 

Goshawk all present. We will also look over the heathland near to the hotel which regularly holds Great 

Grey Shrike. We check in to the Hotel de Mallejan where three nights are spent. Nestled in extensive pine 

forests with heathland nearby, the hotel has a traditional feel with a high standard of cuisine. We are 

within easy travelling distance of Flevoland. 

 

After breakfast we will head to the south of Amsterdam to check a site which has traditionally been a roost 

for Long-eared Owls. After this it will be time to head back to Schiphol for the short hop back to the UK. 
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T O U R  P R I C E  

Single Supplement £200 per person 

Please note that the minimum number group size for the tour is 6 and the maximum is 12. 

 

• return economy class flights from regional airports within the UK 

• air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel 

surcharges where applicable - currently £100 (liable to change without notice) 

• accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

• all meals 

• all entrance fees, visits, excursions and transportation as per the itinerary 

• gratuities in restaurants for included meals; gratuities to guide/s gratuities to driver/s; porterage 

• the services of your tour leader(s) throughout 

• travel insurance 

• items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

• government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 1 April 2019 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

The rules governing the pre-booking of seats vary from airline to airline. Some allow us to pre-book seats 

immediately and without charge, some only once the tickets are issued but with charge, and others only 

when you check in either on line or at the airport. 

We will clarify the rules for your specific carrier(s) with our confirmation documents. In the event that 

seating cannot be arranged until tickets are issued (normally six weeks prior to departure) and you prefer 

not to wait, we can issue your tickets earlier provided you are happy to pay in advance for the flight costs 

in addition to the required deposit for the holiday. However, please be mindful that the majority of our 

discounted fare tickets, once issued, are non-refundable and will attract fees should you wish to make any 

date changes.  Nor will you be allowed to change the actual flight routing. 
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You will probably be aware of the difficulties many travellers faced with obtaining refunds when their 

holidays were disrupted or cancelled as a result of events such as ash cloud, strike, snow and political 

unrest. By booking both your flights and land arrangements with us, not only are you guaranteed the 

peace of mind that comes with full financial protection but also all the round the clock assistance we are 

able to offer, should the need arise. 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

The pace will be relaxed throughout. There will however be walks, generally no longer than 4 Km, at a 

gentle pace, but sometimes involving short uphill sections and uneven ground. Opportunities will be taken 

routinely to stop. A reasonable level of mobility is required throughout. You will be expected to get in and 

out of the minibus unaided and you must be able to manage your own luggage. Whilst we do not impose 

any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very nature of the activities 

involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by vehicle in various places) means that a certain 

amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We regret that our tours are not 

suitable for people who have significant difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair assistance at any 

time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability of a tour, please 

make this known to us before you book, and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate Travel Company 

reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. 

As we are not medical experts we advise that you contact your doctor or local health authority for up-to-

date medical advice. We would advise that all your routine vaccinations are up-to date prior to travel.  No 

special precautions are required for travel to The Netherlands 

Passengers should hold a full passport. Please ensure that your passport is valid for at least six months 

from the date of entry. Should Britain’s departure from the EU change any requirements you will be 

informed accordingly.  

We recommend that you periodically review the travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth 

Office, which relates to all aspects of your destination, at www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

http://www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo


 

 

T H E  U L T I M A T E  T R A V E L  C O M P A N Y  

E S C O R T E D  T O U R S

 

The Ultimate Travel Company has been organising bespoke, tailor-made holidays and escorted group 

tours around the world since the early 1990s. The opportunity that we identified then was for a travel 

company with the knowledge and enthusiasm of a smaller specialist, but with the range and buying power 

of a much larger organisation, and we like to think that we have maintained this balance over the years. 

More importantly, we try to be an easy and friendly company to deal with, and because most of us have 

had the good fortune to work abroad, we are able to approach travel in a sensitive and intelligent way. 

We like to think that our success has been built on a simple formula - to deliver a high standard of service 

before, during and after each holiday, a duty of care and commitment to you, and value for money. We aim 

to be totally flexible in our approach, as this allows us to create the holiday that you want and one that is 

easy and enjoyable to plan. 

However, if you feel that there are areas in which we could improve our service to you, please do not 

hesitate to contact either our Managing Director Nick Van Gruisen, or Executive Director Rowan Paterson, 

on 020 7386 4646.  You can also email them: 

 

nick@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

rowan@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

First-hand knowledge and personal service is at the core of what we offer. Our consultants travel to all the 

destinations that we feature on a very regular basis, so that the advice you receive is accurate and up-to-

date. They will also look after you from the outset and assume full responsibility for ensuring that your 

travel plans are designed and delivered as requested. Planning a holiday should be an enjoyable and 

effortless experience, and we will do all that we can to ensure that this is the case. 

We have grown largely through personal recommendation and repeat business, and so we treat our 

reputation with care. The directors and owners of the company, led by Nick Van Gruisen, are very much 

‘hands on’ so immediate decisions can be taken to ensure the standard of service that our clients have 

come to expect is maintained. 

Equally crucial is the quality of our local associates and suppliers. It is they who look after you on holiday 

and it is their guides, vehicles and general support service that will determine your enjoyment of it. We 

therefore take great care to ensure that our ground handlers have the requisite expertise, efficiency and 

creativity, and also the ability to deal sensitively and swiftly with any situation that might arise. The fact 

that we have worked together for many years and know each other well is a further bonus. 
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As a company with a passion for travel, we understand the vital support that tourism can provide to 

communities and fragile habitats throughout the world. At the same time, we are aware that tourism can 

have a negative impact and are committed to doing what we can to minimise this risk. 

In 2007, an independent body completed an Environmental Audit on all aspects of The Ultimate Travel 

Company. This covered not only our own practices but those of our worldwide suppliers, thereby ensuring 

that we all met the necessary environmental and employment criteria. 

The audit also measured the carbon footprint produced by our London office and by our international 

travel, and we now offset this with an annual donation to Social Change and Development, a small but 

dynamic tree planting initiative in India. 

Further initiatives include a ‘charity donation’ scheme, whereby we ask clients for a voluntary contribution 

of £10 which we then match. As a result of this initiative, a handful of small overseas charities, and the 

healthcare, environmental and educational projects that they run, now share an annual donation of more 

than $100,000. 

If you want further details of these initiatives, please ring Nick Van Gruisen on 020 7386 4646. 

It can be difficult at times to recognise the extra value promised by travel companies. Generally speaking, 

we all offer the same flight, the same hotel, the same excursion, the same sunset, and at similar prices…. 

indeed in many ways, the same holiday experience! 

Here, at The Ultimate Travel Company, we strive to go further. While we believe that the diversity of 

destination, intimate product knowledge and personal service we offer already sets us apart, we supply all 

our clients with detailed information on all aspects of their forthcoming journey, a 10% discount voucher at 

Daunt Books (described by The Daily Telegraph as ‘the most beautiful bookshop in London – designed for 

travellers who like reading’) and a welcome home ‘surprise’. 

Honeymooners can also look forward to a wedding gift on arrival at their chosen destination.  

Moreover, we continually monitor your movements while you are away so that we can offer any assistance 

that might be required, effectively and without delay. And if genuine problems do arise as a result of any 

error on our part (few as these may be!), we will not shy away from our own responsibilities and our 

commitment to you. 

 



 

 

T H E  U L T I M A T E  T R A V E L  C O M P A N Y  

E S C O R T E D  T O U R S

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yew Tree Farm, Selattyn, Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 7NP

01691 718740

keith@keithofford.co.uk

www.wildinsights.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Wild Insights overseas tours are part of a wider programme of Ultimate Travel Company holidays 

worldwide, and their terms and conditions apply. The Ultimate Travel Company is fully licensed and 

bonded with ABTA and IATA and all their overseas tours are fully protected by their Civil Aviation 

Authority ATOL Licence, number 5111. 


